ATT Working Group Meetings
Geneva March 2026
Australia - Intervention for Working Group on Treaty Universalisation (WGTU)
Agenda item 4: Update on efforts by States to promote the universalization of ATT

Thank you

At the outset, we wish to thank the Co‑Chairs, Argentina and South Africa for their commitment to this important issue.

We also congratulate Vanuatu for its ratification of the ATT last year and Ecuador for its ratification last month. 

Australia is firmly committed to universalisation of the ATT, which is crucial to achieving the object and purpose of the Treaty. 

We welcome efforts to promote universalisation of the ATT. States will only join if the Treaty’s value is clearly and effectively communicated to key government stakeholders –  including how they can engage prior to accession.

As was mentioned earlier, last month Australia hosted a disarmament briefing that brought together Pacific Missions, the UN Office for Disarmament Affairs, and the Implementation Support Units of disarmament treaties, including the ATT Secretariat.

In this meeting we identified practical opportunities for Pacific States to further strengthen their engagement with the ATT. Participants highlighted the range of support available to build national and regional capacity. This included sponsorship for capital‑based experts to participate in key meetings in Geneva, and regional capacity‑building workshops.

This briefing formed part of a broader series of efforts Australia and others have delivered over the past year to enhance Pacific participation at key disarmament meetings. 

Australia is committed to continuing this important work.

Co-chairs

Australia supports the ATT Voluntary Trust Fund, recognising it as a key tool to help States address technical and legislative challenges that may hinder ratification or accession. 

We underscore the important role of the VTF in advancing universalisation, and we welcome its continued support for projects in our region. This includes Fiji’s partnership with the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific. This partnership aims to strengthen Fiji’s national arms control system and enhance implementation of the ATT. 

We also acknowledge the Philippines’ project with Non‑violence International to develop a regional roadmap for ATT universalisation, and also to host a capacity‑building workshop focused on combating arms diversion and cross‑border smuggling.

These initiatives demonstrate the tangible impact of the VTF in supporting practical capacity‑building and promoting stronger, more effective arms control across our region.

Australia also continues to contribute to the ATT sponsorship program. This program enables representatives from signatories and non‑party States with limited resources to participate in ATT meetings.

Australia is also a founding donor to the UN Trust Facility Supporting Cooperation on Arms Regulation. UNSCAR has played an important role – together with civil society and UN organisations – in promoting universalisation of arms control instruments, including the ATT.

Finally, we would like to commend the important work of civil society groups. We all benefit from the contributions and participation of diverse stakeholders – including industry, academia, and civil society. Their perspectives help us better understand how we, as a community of States, can most effectively support this Treaty and advance its object and purpose.

Australia was pleased to take part in the series of ATT expert group meetings convened by SAFERWORLD last year. These meetings provided valuable opportunities to reflect on the outcomes of CSP11 and to build momentum toward CSP12. We appreciate the expertise that specialists bring to these discussions – developing common understanding and exploring emerging issues around Treaty implementation, including universalisation.

Australia remains committed to further universalisation efforts across our region.

Thank you.
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